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PRIME MINISTER IVO SANADER 
WORKS TO BRING CROATIA INTO 
NATO AND EUROPEAN UNION 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call the attention of my colleagues in the 
Congress to the excellent work of the Croatian 
Prime Minister, His Excellency Dr. Ivo 
Sanader. Under his leadership Croatia has 
made important strides in the important task of 
integrating Croatia with NATO and in pre-
paring Croatia for full membership in the Euro-
pean Union. 

Dr. Sanader became the head of the Cro-
atian government in December 2003 when his 
political party, the Croatian Democratic Union 
Party (HDZ), was victorious in the country’s 
election on November 23, 2003. 

Prime Minister Sanader has had a distin-
guished record of government service that has 
prepared him well to assume the position of 
Prime Minister. Following his election to par-
liament in 1992, shortly after Croatia became 
a fully independent country, he was appointed 
Minister of Science and Technology—a posi-
tion he held until January 1993 when he was 
appointed Deputy Foreign Minister. In this ca-
pacity, he participated in the bilateral talks that 
led to the establishment of the Croat-Muslim 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH). 
At the end of November 1995, following the 
Dayton Peace Accords, Dr. Sanader left the 
cabinet to become chief of staff to then-Presi-
dent Franjo Tudjman. From 1996 to 2000, he 
again served as Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. In 1998 he was elected president of 
the HDZ, which he worked to strengthen, 
modernize and reform into a pro-European, 
center-right political party. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Sanader’s main for-
eign policy priority has been Croatia’s acces-
sion to NATO and the European Union. I ap-
plaud his efforts to ensure that his country be-
comes an active participant in these critically 
important international institutions that have 
done much to provide a framework for intra- 
European and trans-Atlantic cooperation. 

In October 2001, the Government of Croatia 
signed a Stabilisation and Association Agree-
ment (SAA) with the EU making the country 
an official candidate for membership. Since 
becoming Prime Minister, Dr. Sanader has 
taken important steps to prepare for EU mem-
bership. Under his leadership Croatia has 
seen healthy economic growth of some 4 per- 
cent anually, and there have been important 
reforms in the country’s judicial system and 
the system of land registry. He has been will-
ing to take tough decisions to move Croatia 
forward. 

The Prime Minister has also steered his 
country toward NATO accession following Cro-
atia’s admission to the Membership Action 

Plan (MAP) in May 2002, which signified the 
institutionalization of relations with NATO and 
formally launched the accession process. It is 
expected that Croatia will receive a formal in-
vitation to become a full member of the Alli-
ance at the NATO Summit in Bucharest next 
summer. 

Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister’s efforts 
to foster trans-Atlantic dialogue were on dis-
play in early July at the important 2007 Cro-
atian Summit on ‘‘Europe’s New South’’, which 
he convened in the beautiful Adriatic city of 
Dubrovnik. An impressive group of political 
leaders from across Europe joined Dr. 
Sanader to discuss how South East Europe 
can fully integrate into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, focusing on pressing security interests 
as well as NATO and EU expansion. 

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, I wish to 
commend Prime Minister Ivo Sanader for his 
role in moving Croatia from a past of divisive 
nationalism to a future of economic and polit-
ical progress through active and responsible 
international cooperation. 
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A TRIBUTE TO GENE AUTRY AND 
THE AUTRY NATIONAL CENTER 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the centennial of Gene Autry’s birth. 
Gene Autry was a great American patriot and 
hero, whose vision and spirit was char-
acteristic of the American West that he came 
to represent. 

Today also marks another momentous oc-
casion, the Autry National Center’s 20th An-
nual Gala. Twenty years ago, the Autry Na-
tional Center held its first gala prior to the 
opening of the Gene Autry Museum of West-
ern Heritage. 

Gene Autry was born 100 years ago in 
Tioga, TX. He arrived in California and be-
came famous as the ‘‘singing cowboy.’’ Gene, 
known for his innovation, revolutionized Amer-
ican cinema, pioneering the western musical. 
He is the only entertainer to date to have been 
awarded all five stars on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame. Gene Autry was also the first movie 
star to use television as a way of reaching his 
audience. It was through his music and his 
warm and winning smile that he connected 
with people. He conveyed a deep sense of pa-
triotism, encouraging his audience, young and 
old, to be kind to one another and live by the 
high minded standards of conduct, ‘‘The Cow-
boy Code,’’ to which he held himself. 

Gene Autry and his beloved horse Cham-
pion were always at the ready and eager to 
serve their country. Gene joined up with the 
Army Air Corps in 1942, earning the title of 
sergeant, flying fuel, ammunition, and arms 
over the Himalayas. After the war, Mr. Autry 

toured with a USO troupe in the South Pacific, 
bringing the familiar melody of home to the 
distantly stationed troops. 

In 1988, Gene Autry, along with his wife 
Jackie Autry, founded the Gene Autry Mu-
seum of Western Heritage. In his lifetime 
Gene Autry was able to fulfill his dream of 
building a ‘‘museum which would exhibit and 
interpret the heritage of the West and show 
how it influenced America and the world.’’ 

In 2003, the Autry National Center was es-
tablished, commemorating the American West 
through its three institutions, the Southwest 
Museum of the American Indian, the Museum 
of the American West, and the Institute for the 
Study of the American West. In keeping with 
the spirit of Gene Autry, the Autry National 
Center provides insight into the diverse tap-
estry of cultures and peoples that make up the 
American West. The success of the Autry Na-
tional Center is largely due to Jackie Autry’s 
unsurpassed dedication and devotion to the vi-
sion of her-late husband. 

It is my pleasure to honor the centennial of 
Gene Autry’s birth as well as the Autry Na-
tional Center on its 20 years of service to the 
southern California community. I ask all mem-
bers to join me in commending the Autry Na-
tional Center. 
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HONORING DADE CITY POLICE 
CHIEF PHILLIP THOMPSON ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Dade City, Florida Police Chief Phillip Thomp-
son on the occasion of his upcoming retire-
ment. With more than 20 years of experience 
on the Dade City police force, his contributions 
to the community will be sorely missed. 

As the top law enforcement officer for one 
of the largest cities in my district, I have seen 
firsthand the positive effect his leadership has 
had in combating crime in Dade City. In the 
period from 2005 to 2006, the Dade City com-
munity saw a reduction in reported crimes of 
61⁄2 percent. Police Chief Thompson’s leader-
ship and the dedication of his staff of 24 
played a vital role in that reduction, as well as 
stepped-up enforcement patrols in troubled 
residential areas. 

Chief Thompson, who at 55 years old has 
enough service years to begin his retirement, 
has worked for the Dade City Police Depart-
ment for 20 years. Prior to his career with the 
Dade City force, Chief Thompson first joined 
the Brooksville Police Department when he 
was only 19. He then spent 11 years with the 
Pasco Sheriff’s office and 1 year as a 
Hillsborough County deputy. On April 23, 
1987, he became the Dade City police chief. 
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